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39 2 THE BIBLICAL WORLD. 

The Origin of the Pentateuch, in the Light of the Ancient Monuments. By 
Henry Alexander White, M.A., Ph.D., D.D., Professor of History in 
the Washington and Lee University, Lexington, Va. Richmond, Va.: 
B. F. Johnson Publishing Co. Pp. 304. Price $2.00. 

This is one of the books which a reviewer would like to lay aside without 
a word. But duty demands a statement of the facts, and this is done only after 
some careful examination of the volume. The author says in his preface 
that he is giving the reader material which he has delivered to his classes in 
Bible History during several sessions. He has a hope that this printed 
volume may be found available " as a text-book of history in our colleges 
and universities." He has consulted, in its preparation, nearly all of the 
available second-hand material on the early history of the peoples in Bible 
lands. He makes copious quotations from the best authors, and cites many 
authorities for his statements. 

But the title of his work, and his lectures in Part I. have barely a tangential 

relation. There is a sad lack of order, either logical or chronological, in the 

whole of Part I. The remainder of the book is a discussion of the story of 

the Pentateuch with its light from legend and ancient history. The material, 

though abundant, and generally accurate, has not been duly organized or 

digested. It is not a unit in plan or purpose. The author often uses striking 

language, but his lack of orderly treatment does not commend but rather 

discredits the volume. 

Price. 

Studies in Oriental Social Life, and Gleams from the East on the Sacred Page. 
By H. Clay Trumbull, author of " Kadesh Barnea," " The Blood 
Covenant," etc. Philadelphia: John D. Wattles and Co., 1894. Pp. 
xviii. and 437. Price $2.50. 

Dr. Trumbull is best known in this country by his successful editorial 
management of The Sunday School Times, but his patient and thorough 
investigation of several themes connected with Oriental life has won for him 
a large place in the circle of biblical and archaeological scholars. His " Kadesh 
Barnea " is regarded as an authority on that subject even among the savants 
of Europe. This new contribution is a collection of material made from his 
own experience and observation in the East, and from the results of his 
extensive reading of the lives of travelers in the Orient, and authors of works 
on different phases of Oriental life. The most elaborate presentations are 
those on "Betrothals and Weddings in the East," "Hospitality in the East," 
and " Funerals and Mourning in the East." Other and shorter treatments 
are those on " The Voice of the Forerunner," " Primitive Idea of ' The Way,' " 
"The Oriental Idea of Father," " Prayers and Praying in the East," " Food in 
the Desert," "Calls for Healing in the East," "Gold and Silver in the 
Desert," "The Pilgrimage Idea in the East," "An Outlook from Jacob's 
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Well," "The Samaritan Passover," and "Lessons of the Wilderness." The 
discussions abound in quotations from the Old Testament and the New, 
brought in just where the point under survey helps illumine the passage. The 
footnotes give the reader the book, chapter, and verse, and an index of 
Scripture references at the end of the volume locates all the passages illus- 
trated or illumined by the customs narrated. A Topical Index also makes the 
volume a valuable reference work for any student of the Old Testament. Dr. 
Trumbull has put the matter in a charming, literary form, and made it enter- 
taining, interesting, and instructive. The general and special Bible student 
will receive from its presentations many new hints as to the better interpreta- 
tion of such portions of Scripture as grow immediately out of the customs of 
the times. The mechanical make-up of the volume is elegant, too luxurious 
for the ordinary book buyer. An edition in slightly smaller type, narrower 
margins, lighter paper, lower price, would not depreciate its real value as 
compared with works of like character, and would add vastly to its salable- 
ness among the very class of men which Dr. Trumbull can most help. We 
hope that such an edition will soon be issued. 

Price. 



The Distinctive Messages of the Old Religions. By the Rev. George 
Matheson, M.A., D.D. New York: A. D. F. Randolph & Co., 1892. 
Pp. vii. and 342. 

This is a very attractive book by reason of the subject and the vigor and 
variety of the presentation. Dr. Matheson is never dull, always stimulating, 
often instructive. The variety of fields into which he has entered in his 
various writings suggests a natural suspicion of superficiality in the treatment, 
which indeed is not always unjustified, though the brilliance of the style, 
joined with the ingenuity and originality of the ideas advanced, succeed 
partially in doing away with such an impression. This latest work in the 
study of religions is marked by all the characteristics of the writer's method. 
We cannot feel that he has scored an unqualified success. His very 
excellences tell against him. The field of religious history demands careful 
and patient study of the phenomena, and a multitude of qualifications and 
reservations in the handling, such as in the nature of the case Dr. Matheson 
cannot give. The presentation of the salient thought, the "distinctive 
message," of each religion, if, indeed, such a thing can be determined — the 
primary object of this work — must lie at the end of such prolonged and 
patient study, not, as is thought by the writer, in a line somewhat apart from, 
and less uncertain and obscure than, the detailed investigation of the multi- 
tudinous facts of each faith. 

Moreover, is it an indubitable fact that each of the world's great religions 
had one "distinctive message" which is to be singled out and labeled in this 
manner ? These great religions grappled with all the problems of existence, 



